RENAISSANCE   AND  REFORMATION

board and with a stroke of his knife severed the King's aorta. Henry had
been occupied in reading a letter; he died instantly. His assassin, Ravaillac,
seemed to be insane and without accomplices, but it has been proved
that in 1610 several plots were in hand. Henry IV had been attacked
by all the parties because he would not allow himself to be a partisan.
A victim's death always restores some greatness of heart to those who
have not defended him during his lifetime: Catholics and Protestants
praised to the skies him whom they had so bitterly attacked: 'You cannot
be a Frenchman*, said Henri de Rohan, 'without regretting the loss to its
well-being France has suffered.' Ten generations have confirmed this
judgment, and Henry IV remains, together with Charlemagne, Joan of
Arc and Saint Louis, one of France's heroes. He typifies not France's
mystical aspect, but its aspects of courage, good sense and gaiety.
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